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Comment on OHI Report.

1. The inforaaticn contained in OHI, Informetion Report,
15 Decesber 1756, Ho. 17k =56, Trom Comnavger, APD 403, "USSR
Rail Transportation in the Y3 ", hes, in reneral, heen Rrown
gince the end of 1955 and has freguently appeared in open
gonrces since that time, There sesczs io be ample evidence
that the information is true, The only two nainline aleun
locomotive bullding factories, Kolomna apnd Voroghilovgrad have
both been revorted as having ended steas locunotlive prodiction
and have marufactured dlesel loconotives; Kolomna having built
at least 6. Froduction of astean locomotives in 1955 as compared
with 195, was announced as only B6 percent indicating that even
in 1955 production of atesw locomotives had been cut back,
{The USSK, incidentally, has never announced gsuch & low percen-
tage relationship for any industrial commedity In past years).

3. The Sixth Five-Year Plan voals s-ow no figures for the
production of steam locomotives, although figures are uiven for
diesel and eleciric lecomotives, In additien, activitles at the
Bryausk, Xharkov, Folomna anc Voroshilewsrad Iscenctive bulldihg
factories indicate conversions with the aim of increasing diesel
locomotive production, and open scurces show that the last 3 of
these factories have already manufactured disasesl lecomotives.

3, In regard to the “uel problem, by the beginning of
1955 the shortage of diesel fuel in the USSR had been eliminated:
diesel traction in 1954 had used only 3.1 percent of the diesel
ruel wmanufactured in the USSR, and conversion of a significant
part of transport to élesel traction wowld net increase expen-
diture of ciesel fnel abeve B to 10 percent of its output.
Conversion of the railrosds to diesel and electric traction would
actually save fuel due to the preater efficiency of such tragtion
a8 coupared with steam, It 19 estimebed that the increase in
diesel and electric traction in the freight turnover of the
railroads of the USSR fram 1h percent of the total in 1955 to a
planned 40 to 45 percent in 1960 would mean that transport in
1980 would require {in conventional onits) only as much fuel as
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, agtuslly needed in 1555, and Yhis would be accomplished with
i:; increase in freight twrnover of L2 percent. Average requires
ments of railroad transport in the total fueleencrgy balance of
the USSH would be reduced from 19.2 percsnt in 1955 to 12.2
pergent in 1960,
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